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ELECTROLYTES AND SALTS FOR PRECIOUS METAL PLATING 
WITH 100 % RECYCLED PRECIOUS METAL CONTENT

The Umicore Group, a leader in metal recovery, introduces Nexyclus™ 
- the widest range of fully recycled precious metals. With Nexyclus™, 
the Electroplating business line is able to offer its usual high quality 
precious metal plating products containing up to 100% recycled pre-
cious metals on demand, while complying with its own strict specifi-
cations for responsible sourcing. Certificates such as the RJC-CoC and 
mass balance certificates guarantee transparency and sustainability.

The availability of natural precious metal deposits is becoming increa-
singly rare, which brings with it considerable economic and environ-
mental challenges. On the one hand, reliable access to critical precious 
metals for a large number of industries is at risk and bottlenecks are 
repeatedly delaying entire production chains, especially for less sys-
temically relevant applications. On the other hand, the extraction and 
processing of new precious metals is becoming increasingly difficult 
and therefore more energy-intensive, which leads to high CO2 emissi-
ons and thus places an additional burden on the emissions balance of 
processing companies.  

Umicore is responding to this challenge with its idea of the circular 
economy and the launch of Nexyclus™. Under this brand name, the 
world's most comprehensive range of fully recycled and responsibly 
sourced precious metals is brought to market. On this basis, Umicore's 
business line now also offers electrolytes and salts for plating with 
gold, silver and the platinum group metals platinum, palladium and 
rhodium, which consist of 100% recycled precious metals.

Umicore offers the world's widest range of fully recycled precious metals under the 
brand name Nexyclus™
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SUSTAINABILITY IN PLATING
Electroplating is one of Umicore's core competencies. Its processes 
make it possible to apply metals to substrates in order to improve their 
properties such as corrosion resistance, hardness or electrical conduc-
tivity. With Nexyclus™, the German company is now also offering its 
products as a sustainable alternative to the standard range without 
compromising on quality. The recycled precious metals meet the hig-
hest standards and the products manufactured with them do not differ 
in terms of electrolyte or plating characteristics.

Umicore Electroplating's very well-known customers, among others, 
can now change over accordingly from one day to the next, as the re-
spective products are interchangeable at any time. This enables custo-
mers to meet their own standards, the requirements of their clients 
or even country-specific regulations, for example in the jewelry, watch 
and fashion industries as well as in the electrical, automotive, semi-
conductor and medical technology sectors with regard to sustainable 
procurement or supply chain transparency and responsibility.
 
THREE TYPES OF NEXYCLUS™
Umicore offers Nexyclus™ in three different types, which differ in terms 
of recycling and Chain of Custody (CoC) certificates. These variants offer 
customers flexibility and the opportunity to choose the solution best 
suited to their needs.  

The Material Separation Certificate offers maximum transparency for 
recycled precious metals in accordance with the standards of the Res-
ponsible Jewellery Council (RJC). It requires strict separation of primary 
and recycled materials in the recycling and production facilities. The 
Mass Balance Certificate, on the other hand, processes primary and 
recycled materials together and allocates the proportion of recycled 
material in a rolling balance. A variation of this is the Book & Claim 
certificate. It is not linked to the physical flow of metals, but to equi-
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valent precious metals - meaning it can also be used for non-physical 
precious metal transactions. 

RESPONSIBLE SOURCING AND CERTIFICATION
Umicore takes responsible sourcing very seriously. All Nexyclus™ pro-
ducts have certificates that ensure traceability and compliance with 
strict sustainability standards. All three certificates are in accordance 
with ISO standards and meet the LBMA/LPPM/RMI guidelines for re-
sponsible sourcing. To ensure compliance with these standards, Umi-
core has its models audited and certified by independent third parties, 
the renowned auditing and consulting firms PwC or KPMG. 

Once the certificate has been issued, it no longer has an expiry date 
- the metal can be used for short-term applications or stored for long-
term investment purposes. The Umicore Nexyclus™ Certificate is only 
valid for use by the direct beneficiary purchaser of the Nexyclus™ me-
tal units for the entire period. The Umicore Nexyclus™ Certificate can 
therefore not be transferred to a downstream buyer without written 
authorization from Umicore - this restriction prevents unfair or multiple 
use of the certificate, which is an important concern for the company.

PIONEERING SOLUTIONS FOR CUSTOMERS
"We have always been proud to be able to offer our customers in-
novative and sustainable solutions. With Nexyclus™ plating, we are 
once again setting new standards in electroplating while helping our 
customers achieve their sustainability goals. We are already seeing an 
increasing demand for recycled metals that are responsibly sourced 
without a large carbon footprint," explains Manager Sales Andrea Grau. 
Thanks to Umicore's leading position in metal recovery and its many 
years of experience in recycling, the company is in a position to meet 
a correspondingly high demand easily and promptly. 

SOURCES AND MORE INFORMATION ONLINE:
https://mds.umicore.com/nexyclus-plating
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The Material Separation Certificate offers 

maximum transparency for recycled precious 

metals in accordance with the standards of the 

Responsible Jewellery Council (RJC). It requires 

strict separation of primery and secondary mate-

rials in recycling and production facilities.

Umicore is launching the world's widest range of 

fully recycled and responsibly sourced precious 

metals under the Nexyclus™ brand. 
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The Book & Claim Certificate is not linked to 

the physical flow of metals, but to equivalent 

precious metals - so it can also be used for 

non-physical precious metal transactions. 

The Mass Balance Certificate processes primary 

and recycled materials together and allocates 

the proportion of recycled material in a rolling 

balance.
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Andrea Grau
Manager Sales Europe
Business Line Electroplating
Phone:	 +49 (0) 71 71 / 607 - 229
Email:	 andrea.grau@eu.umicore.com

Thorsten Klopfer
Manager Communications
Business Line Electroplating
Phone:	 +49 (0) 71 71 / 607 - 218
Mobile:	 +49 (0) 172 / 730 26 95 
Email:	 thorsten.klopfer@eu.umicore.com

Umicore Galvanotechnik GmbH
Klarenbergstrasse 53 - 79
73525 Schwaebisch Gmuend 
Germany



8 / 8

ABOUT UMICORE METAL DEPOSITION SOLUTIONS

Within the Umicore Group, the Metal Deposition Solutions (MDS) busi-
ness unit is the business headquarters for the two established business 
lines Electroplating and Thin Film Products. Metal Deposition Solutions 
is one of the world's leading suppliers of products for the (precious) 
metal-based coating of surfaces in the nanometer and micrometer 
range - with the expertise of the two divisions we combine the two 
highest-quality processes: Electroplating and PVD coatings.
 
The business unit's solutions are used in many everyday products or 
make their production possible in the first place. Almost all well-known 
manufacturers in the electronics, automotive, optics and jewelry in-
dustries source components coated with our Umicore products either 
directly or indirectly.
 
In addition to development and production, Metal Deposition Solu-
tions offers a comprehensive service for their products. This includes, 
for example, recycling or precious metal management in addition to 
consulting and on-site technical support.
 
Further information: mds.umicore.com
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